
WASHINGTON (AP) — Aban-
doning his threat to immediately 
seal the southern border, President 
Donald Trump warned instead on 
Thursday that he’d slap tariffs on 
cars coming to the U.S. from Mex-
ico unless the Mexicans do more to 
stop the flow of migrants and drugs 

to the U.S.
In his lat-

est backtrack 
in recent days, 
Trump told 
reporters he 
would try the 
“less drastic 
measure” be-
fore resorting 
to his standing 

border-closure threat.
“Mexico understands that we’re 

going to close the border or I’m 
going to tariff the cars. I’ll do one 

or the other. And probably start off 
with the tariffs,” Trump said. He 
added later: “I don’t think we’ll 
ever have to close the border be-
cause the penalty of tariffs on cars 
coming into the United States from 
Mexico, at 25 percent, will be mas-
sive.”

It was the latest, seemingly sud-
den attempt at new leverage by a 
president struggling to solve what 
his administration has called a bor-
der “crisis.” And it was a dramat-
ic departure for Trump, who last 
week tweeted that he would close 

the border or large swaths of it this 
week unless Mexico immediately 
halted “ALL illegal immigration 
coming into the United States” — 
a seemingly impossible task.

Trump said at the time that he 
was “not kidding around,” and his 
acting chief of staff Mick Mul-
vaney said in a television interview 
Sunday that it would take “some-
thing dramatic” for Trump not to 
close down the crossings.

Since then, however, White 

Eugene police arrested two peo-
ple Thursday accused of threatening 
employees of a Eugene Christian 
church with knives as well as exten-
sively damaging the property earlier 
in the day. 

Kaydee Rose Kerr, 24, and 
Devin Roman Frazer, 27, both of 
Eugene, were arrested on suspicion 
of two counts of unlawful use of a 
weapon, two counts of menacing, 
two counts of unauthorized use of a 
motor vehicle and a single count of 
first-degree burglary.

Formal charges are expected to 
be filed Friday afternoon. Kerr and 
Frazer remain incarcerated at the 
Lane County Jail.

Officers were called at about 
3:06 a.m Thursday to Willamette 
Christian Church on West 18th 
Avenue on a report of a burglary 
in progress involving a man and a 
woman inside the church who had 
threatened two employees with 
knives, according to Eugene police.

Willamette Christian School 
Administrator Mike La Sage said 
the employees who were threatened 
were a husband and wife custodian 
team.

Investigating officers found sev-
eral rooms of the church that had 
extensive damage, including broken 
electronics, glass fixtures and fur-
niture. Two vehicles in the parking 
lot also had broken windows, police 
said.

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 
special coroner’s jury in Califor-
nia ruled the deaths of two wom-
en and their six adopted children 
was a murder-suicide after hearing 
testimony that one of the women 
had searched death by drowning 
online and the other deliberately 
stepped on the gas, sending their 
SUV plunging off a cliff.

Jurors deliberated for about an 
hour Thursday before returning 
the unanimous verdicts that Jen-
nifer and Sarah Hart killed them-
selves on March 26, 2018, in Men-
docino County. The jury decided 
the six children, 12 to 19, died at 
the hands of another and not by 
accident.

Authorities had indicated they 
believed the crash was deliberate 
but wanted a jury to make official 
findings.

A coroner’s inquest is generally 
used in cases involving in-custody 

The Graduate Teaching Fellow 
Federation at the University of Or-
egon turned heads Thursday when 
students carried a casket down 
East 13th Avenue and laid it on the 
steps of Johnson Hall in a ceremo-
nial funeral for its contract with the 
university.

The procession and speeches by 
federation members that followed 
were a theatrical call for the uni-
versity to stop “dragging its feet,” 
said federation spokesperson Ra-
jeev Ravisankar. The group, whose 
contract expired at the end of 
March, wants UO to present its lat-
est economic proposal at the next 
negotiation meeting on Friday. 

In the new contract, the feder-
ation is demanding a salary raise 
of about 10 percent and additional 
benefits such as six hours of paid 
training on how to teach under-

graduates and financial support 
during summer, he said. The GTFF 
bargaining team has been develop-
ing these new demands since sum-
mer 2018.

“If you look at where the two 
sides stand, there is some dis-
tance,” said Ravisankar about the 
relationship with the university. 
The federation represents 1,400 
graduate employees at UO — 81 
percent of whom are full union 
members — and enters into new 
contract negotiations with the uni-
versity every three years.

Molly Blancett, UO spokes-
person, said in a written statement 
Thursday that the university is 
committed to continuing negotia-
tions in good faith and settling on a 
contract that stays within the reali-
ties of the current budget issues the 
university is facing.

University officials, who are 
pushing legislators to earmark 
more money for higher educa-
tion, are forecasting a nearly $13 
million budget shortfall next aca-

Trump’s border threat on hold
Trump plans to put tariffs on 
all cars that cross the border 
into the U.S. from Mexico

By Jill Colvin
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Graduate employees fight for salary raise
University of Oregon faces 
a potential $13 million in 
budget cuts this year

By Jordyn Brown
The Register-Guard

Supporters of the Graduate Teaching Fellows Federation lay flowers on a coffin on the steps of Johnson Hall on the University of Oregon campus Thurs-
day during a protest of the expiration of their contract. [CHRIS PIETSCH/THE REGISTER-GUARD]
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Faulty sensor linked to 737 Max crashes

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (AP) 
— A doomed Ethiopian Airlines jet 
suffered from faulty readings by 
a key sensor, and pilots followed 
Boeing’s recommended procedures 
when the plane started to nose dive 
but could not avoid crashing, ac-
cording to a preliminary report re-
leased Thursday by the Ethiopian 
government.

The findings draw the stron-
gest link yet between the March 10 
crash in Ethiopia and an October 
crash off the coast of Indonesia, 
which both involved Boeing 737 
Max 8 jetliners. All 346 people on 
the two planes were killed.

Both planes had an automated 
system that pushed the nose down 
when sensor readings detected the 
danger of an aerodynamic stall, and 

By Elias Meseret
The Associated Press

Trump

See 737 MAX, A4

A worker enters a 
Boeing 737 MAX 
8 airplane during 
a brief media tour 
of Boeing’s 737 
assembly facility 
in Renton, Wash-
ington. [TED S. 
WARREN/AP PHOTO]

See CRASH, A3
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CHRISTCHURCH, New Zea-
land (AP) — A New Zealand 
judge on Thursday ordered that 
the man accused of killing 50 peo-
ple at two Christchurch mosques 
undergo two mental health assess-
ments to determine if he’s fit to 
stand trial.

High Court judge Cameron 
Mander made the order during a 
hearing in which 28-year-old Aus-
tralian Brenton Harrison Tarrant 
appeared via video link from a 
small room at the maximum secu-
rity Paremoremo prison in Auck-
land.

Tarrant was wearing handcuffs 
and a gray-colored sweater when 
he appeared on a large screen in-
side the Christchurch courtroom, 
which was packed with family 
members and victims of the shoot-
ing, some in wheelchairs and hos-
pital gowns and still recovering 
from gunshot wounds.

Tarrant had stubble and close-
cropped hair. He showed no emo-

tion during the hearing. At times 
he looked around the room or 
cocked his head, seemingly to bet-
ter hear what was being said. The 
judge explained that from his end, 
Tarrant could see the judge and 
lawyers but not those in the public 
gallery.

Tarrant spoke only once to 
confirm to the judge he was seat-
ed, although his voice didn’t come 
through because the sound was 
muted. It wasn’t immediately 
clear if his link had been deliber-
ately or inadvertently muted.

Mander said nothing should be 
read into his order for the mental 
health assessments, as it was a 
normal step in such a case. Law-
yers said it could take two or three 
months to complete.

The courtroom was filled with 
more than two dozen reporters and 
about 60 members of the public. 
A court registrar greeted people 
in Arabic and English as the hear-
ing got underway. Some of those 
watching got emotional and wept.

The judge said Tarrant was 
charged with 50 counts of murder 
and 39 counts of attempted mur-
der. Police initially filed a single, 
representative murder charge be-
fore filing the additional charges 
this week.

In the March 15 attacks, 42 
people were killed at the Al Noor 
mosque, seven were killed at the 
Linwood mosque and one more 
person died later.

The day after the attacks, Tar-
rant dismissed an appointed law-
yer, saying he wanted to represent 
himself. But he has now hired 
two Auckland lawyers to repre-
sent him, Shane Tait and Jonathan 
Hudson. The next court hearing 
was scheduled for June 14, and 

the mental health findings would 
determine whether he is required 
to enter a plea then.

Outside the courtroom, Yama 
Nabi, whose father died in the at-
tacks, said he felt helpless watch-
ing.

“We just have to sit in the court 
and listen,” Nabi said. “What can 
we do? We can’t do nothing. Just 
leave it to the justice of New Zea-
land and the prime minister.”

Tofazzal Alam, 25, said he 

was worshipping at the Linwood 
mosque when the gunman at-
tacked. He felt it was important 
to attend the hearing because so 
many of his friends were killed.

Alam said he felt upset seeing 
Tarrant.

“It seems he don’t care what 
has been done. He has no emotion. 
He looks all right,” Alam said. “I 
feel sorry. Sorry for myself. Sor-
ry for my friends who have been 
killed. And for him.”

Mosque shooter to undergo mental health tests
The judge ordered Brenton 
Tarrant to undergo two 
mental health assessments 
before standing full trial

By Nick Perry
The Associated Press

Tofazzal Alam, a 
survivor of the 
Linwood Mosque 
shootings, 
speaks to the 
media outside 
the High Court 
in Christchurch, 
New Zealand, on 
Thursday. A judge 
has ordered the 
man accused of 
killing 50 peo-
ple at two New 
Zealand mosques 
to undergo mental 
health tests to 
determine if he’s 
fit to enter pleas 
in the case. [MARK 
BAKER/AP PHOTO]

TRUMP: Trump threatens tariffs on Mexico border
House advisers, border city leaders 
and U.S. economists have warned 
that such a move would have enor-
mous economic consequences on 
both sides of the border, interrupt-
ing supply chains and boosting 
U.S. consumer prices on every-
thing from avocadoes to autos.

Trump in recent days has also 
backtracked on his push for Re-
publicans to again take on health 
care and surprised his own educa-
tion secretary by reversing a plan 

to ax federal aid for the Special 
Olympics.

Those actions have only add-
ed to longstanding concerns about 
whether Trump’s words can be 
trusted. Trump, who has long said 
his unpredictability is one of his 
greatest negotiating assets, has 
also followed through with some 
of his most bombastic threats, in-
cluding forcing the country’s lon-
gest-ever government shutdown 
over border funding.

Trump had already appeared 
to be easing off his border threat 

earlier this week. Though he said 
Tuesday all options remained 
on the table, he shifted his goal 
posts, calling on Congress to pass 
immigration legislation to avert 
a closure and praising the Mexi-
can government for doing more 
to apprehend migrants traveling 
through the country from Central 
America — though it’s unclear 
anything has changed.

Marcelo Ebrard, Mexico’s 
foreign relations secretary, said 
Tuesday his government had 
not changed its policies. And on 

Thursday, Mexico’s ambassador to 
the U.S. Martha Barcena told The 
Associated Press the country was 
working to make its own border 
“more orderly” but “migration will 
never be stopped.”

Jesus Seade, the Mexican un-
dersecretary for North Ameri-
ca, also brushed off the threat of 
new tariffs, saying officials were 
“not concerned” and noting the 
tariffs are not part of the Unit-
ed States-Mexico-Canada Trade 
Agreement that the countries have 
agreed to but not yet ratified.

On Thursday, Trump also 
threatened tariffs if Mexico doesn’t 
halt the flow of illegal drugs across 
the border, saying he’d give the 
country “a one-year warning” to 
comply.

“But if in a year from now drugs 
continue to pour in we’re going to 
put tariffs on,” he said, adding: “I 
don’t play games.”

As for concerns his actions 
might interfere with the trade deal 
he fought for, Trump said the bor-
der was “more important to me 
than the USMCA.

Continued from A1

GRAD: New 
contract 
coming soon 
for budget

demic year. That shortfall could 
be made up by increasing in-state 
student tuition costs, additional 
expense cuts and potentially lay-
offs. Until fall enrollment numbers 
are known and legislators make a 
decision on funding, it’s unclear 
how severe the university’s budget 
woes could be. 

“The UO is facing significant 
financial challenges, but we re-
main committed to increasing 
graduate employee salaries,” 
Blancett said. “We have provided 
an economic proposal that puts 
the average (graduate employee) 
salaries ahead of our (Association 
of American Universities) peers, 
while still preserving health bene-
fits and a fee structure that is more 
generous on average than peer in-
stitutions. (The UO) would do so 
by transferring some money cur-
rently going to health benefits and 
fee waivers and apply that money 
to salaries.”

But Ravisankar said that plan 
is exactly what the federation does 
not want to happen — especially 
in light of UO’s potential financial 
shortfall.

“We could see them really gun-
ning for the healthcare as part of 
that,” he said. Ravisankar also 
fears that if budget cuts come to 
layoffs, jobs of non-tenured facul-
ty such as graduate employees will 
be on the chopping block.

The federation’s goal is to get 
a new contract worked out by the 
end of spring term, but Ravisankar 
said negotiations — which Blan-
cett said began in November — 
could run as late as fall 2019.

Until then, benefits outlined in 
the expired contract will continue 
until a new contract is established, 
Blancett said. And while key is-
sues remain to be worked out, the 
negotiation process still has yield-
ed some results.

Continued from A1
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CRASH: Police believe 
crash was premeditated
deaths or officer-involved shoot-
ings where public interest is high 
and the need for transparency crit-
ical, said Mendocino County sher-
iff’s Capt. Gregory L. Van Patten.

The deaths drew national at-
tention, partly because the women 
were alleged to have abused their 
children. The body of Devonte 
Hart, 15, who was black and had 
gained attention when he was pho-
tographed in tears while hugging a 
white police officer during a 2014 
protest in Portland has not been re-
covered.

Jurors were instructed to choose 
from four manners of death for 
each of the eight people: natural 
causes, suicide, accident or an in-
tentional act by another. They sat 
through nearly two full days of tes-
timony.

“It is my belief that both Jenni-
fer and Sarah succumbed to a lot 
of pressure,” sheriff’s Lt. Shannon 
Barney said Thursday. “Just a lot 
of stuff going on in their lives, to 
the point where they made this con-
scious decision to end their lives 
this way and take their children’s 
lives.”

The crash happened days af-
ter authorities in Washington state 
opened an investigation into allega-
tions of neglect. The bodies of both 
women were found in the vehicle, 

which landed below a cliff located 
more than 160 miles north of San 
Francisco.

The Hart family had fled their 
Woodland, Washington, home 
March 23 after a visit from social 
workers that day.

Sarah Hart searched suicide, 
drowning, Benadryl dosages and 
overdose methods on the internet 
throughout the drive to California, 
California Highway Patrol inves-
tigator Jake Slates said. She also 
queried whether death by drowning 
would be painful. Authorities re-
covered the deleted searches from 
her phone.

“They both decided that this 
was going to be the end,” Slates 
said. “That if they can’t have their 
kids that nobody was going to have 
those kids.”

The bodies of siblings Markis, 
Jeremiah and Abigail were found 
the same day near the car. Weeks 
later, the body of Ciera Hart was 
pulled from the Pacific Ocean. 
Hannah Hart was eventually identi-
fied through a DNA match.

Slates said that Jennifer Hart, 
who rarely drank, had a blood al-
cohol level over the legal limit and 
may have been “drinking to build 
up her courage.” Sarah Hart had 
42 doses of generic Benadryl in her 
system and the children also had 
high amounts of the sleep-inducing 
drug in their bodies, he said.

Continued from A1

Plan to kill Calif. sea lions to save fish working

PORTLAND (AP) — A plan to 
kill California sea lions to save an 
endangered run of fish on a river 
that cuts through Portland appears 
to be working just months after 
wildlife officials began euthanizing 
the giant marine mammals, biolo-
gists said Thursday.

The Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife began killing the sea 
lions in January after getting per-
mission from federal authorities late 
last year. They have killed 16 so far, 
including three on Wednesday, said 

department spokeswoman Michelle 
Dennehy.

In the same period, 2,400 steel-
head fish have reached the upper 
Willamette River and its tributaries 
to spawn this spring — the most in 
three years and double last year’s 
tally, the agency said.

Less than 30 years ago, the 
number of steelhead making that 
journey was at least 15,000 a year 
but pollution and the construction 
of dams on key rivers reduced that 
number dramatically.

Sea lions have been eating an 
additional 25% of all returning 
steelhead at that spot in the Willa-
mette River south of Portland, said 
Shaun Clements, ODFW’s senior 
policy analyst.

“We’ve definitely been able to 
reduce predation this year and pro-

vide some relief to the fish,” he said. 
“We’re saving considerable num-
bers of them.”

Clements added that other fac-
tors, such as better conditions in the 
Pacific Ocean, are also contributing 
to larger numbers of steelhead mak-
ing it over the falls this year.

After a weeklong lull, state bi-
ologists are now killing a second 
wave of sea lions that have traveled 
to the base of the falls to munch on 
another salmonid species, the spring 
chinook.

The spring chinook run is also 
listed under the Endangered Species 
Act and biologists estimate sea lions 
are eating up to 9% of the returning 
adults each spring, Clements said. 
Up to 40 sea lions are preying on 
the chinook, he said, while only 12 
were going after the steelhead.

The adult male sea lions, which 
weigh nearly 1,000 pounds each, 
have learned that they can loiter 
under Willamette Falls, a horse-

shoe-shaped waterfall south of 
Portland, and snack on the vulner-
able steelhead and salmon as the 
fish power their way upriver to the 
streams where they hatched.

Steelhead start life as freshwa-
ter trout and then travel to sea from 
inland rivers, grow to adulthood as 
steelhead in the Pacific Ocean and 
then return to their natal river to 
spawn. They can grow to 55 pounds 
and live up to 11 years.

The sea lions breed each sum-
mer off Southern California and 
northern Mexico, then the males 
cruise up the Pacific Coast to for-
age. Hunted for their thick fur, the 
mammals’ numbers dropped dra-
matically but have rebounded from 
30,000 in the late 1960s to about 
300,000 today because of the 1972 
Marine Mammal Protection Act.

By Gillian Flaccus
The Associated Press

Deputy Bill Holcomb looks down the cliff near the crash site as volunteers 
scour the area for the missing children. [KALE WILLIAMS/THE OREGONIAN]

A sea lion peers out from a re-
straint. [GILLIAN FLACCUS/AP PHOTO]

‘Oregon schools are in crisis’

SALEM (AP) — Oregon legis-
lative leaders laid out their plan to 
raise billions in dollars in revenue 
for schools, as teachers are ready-
ing themselves for a walkout to 
protest a chronic disinvestment in 
the state education system.

Co-chairs of the Joint Com-
mittee on Student Success said 
Thursday they’ll be able to raise 
approximately $2 billion in extra 
revenue each biennium to fund 
school initiatives focused on ear-
ly education, increased class time 
and addressing mental and behav-
ioral health issues in the class-
room.

Educators praised the plan 
but didn’t say if it was enough to 
put an end to a planned teacher 
walkout in May. The Oregon Ed-
ucation Association, the state’s 
largest teachers union, said they 
are monitoring the outcome of the 

legislature’s revenue proposal.
“Oregon schools are in crisis,” 

said John Larson, president of the 
Oregon Education Association 
in a statement. “If the legislature 
is able to fully fund their Stu-
dent Success Act, we could make 
game-changing investments in all 
students, including students of 
color, low-income students, and 
students from other historically 
disadvantaged backgrounds.”

The money will come from 
a new commercial activity tax, 
which takes a portion of a busi-
ness’ total revenue. Legislators 
are still working out the final de-
tails, but Rep. Greg Smith, a Re-
publican from Heppner, said the 
tax is meant to be “spread very 
thinly across all businesses,” with 
exemptions or smaller fines for 
small businesses.

The $2 billion in expected rev-
enue will go to a newly created 
“Student Success Fund,” which 
will fund additional educational 

programs and other school initia-
tives including smaller class sizes 
and more counseling services.

At least 20 percent of the Stu-
dent Success Fund money will 
be invested into early education, 
including special education and 
the state’s preschool programs. 
Another 30 percent will be ear-
marked for statewide initiatives, 
including universal free meals and 
bullying prevention measures.

The rest of the money — ap-
proximately $1 billion every 
two years — will go directly to 
schools to be used to improve ed-
ucational outcomes in a state that 
suffers from one of the lowest 
graduation rates in the country.

To access that money, schools 
will have to submit proposals on 
how they will use the funds. The 
plans must address mental and be-
havioral health needs, and work 
to reduce educational barriers for 
students of color and other under-
served students.

By Sarah Zimmerman
The Associated Press

Oregon began killing sea 
lions in January in response 
to a decrease in the 
endangered steelhead fish



The Register-Guard  •  Friday, April 5, 20194

737 MAX: Software update to fix MAX malfunction
it now appears that sensors mal-
functioned on both planes.

Boeing acknowledged that the 
sensor malfunctioned and CEO 
Dennis Muilenburg said Thursday 
a new software update would pre-
vent future incidents. “It’s our re-
sponsibility to eliminate this risk,” 
Muilenburg said in a video state-
ment. “We own it, and we know 
how to do it.”

Thursday’s preliminary report, 
based on flight data and cockpit 
voice recorders on the Ethiopian 
Airlines jetliner, showed that the 
faulty sensor touched off a series 
of events that caused the pilots to 
lose control of the plane. The report 
from Ethiopia’s Aircraft Accident 
Investigation Bureau said the sensor 
problems began about a minute af-

ter the plane was cleared for takeoff.
It said air speed and altitude val-

ues on the left side of the Ethiopian 
Airlines 737 Max conflicted with 
data from the right sensor, causing 
flight control problems. Eventually 
the pilots couldn’t keep the plane 
from plummeting to the ground, 
killing all 157 people on board.

The problems are similar to 
those reported on the Indonesian 
Lion Air flight that crashed last 
October. Investigators found that 
software on that plane took read-
ings from the sensor and pointed the 
nose down. Thursday’s revelations 
raise questions about repeated as-
sertions by Boeing and U.S. regula-
tors that pilots could regain control 
in some emergencies by following 
steps that include turning off an an-
ti-stall system designed specifically 
for the Max, known by its acronym, 
MCAS.

The Max has been grounded 
worldwide pending a software fix 
that Boeing is rolling out, which 
still needs to be approved by the 
U.S. Federal Aviation Administra-
tion and other regulators.

In a statement, Boeing said that 
to make sure unintended activation 
of the MCAS system doesn’t hap-
pen again, it is developing software 
and “associated comprehensive 
pilot training” for the Max. The 
software update, Boeing said, adds 
layers of protection and will stop 
erroneous data from activating the 
system. 

Ethiopian investigators did not 
specifically mention the MCAS but 
recommended that Boeing review 
“the aircraft flight-control system 
related to the flight controllability.” 
They also recommended that avia-
tion officials verify that issues have 
been adequately addressed before 

allowing the planes to fly again.
At a news conference, Ethiopia’s 

Minister of Transport Dagmawit 
Moges said the Ethiopian Airlines 
crew “performed all the procedures 
repeatedly provided by the manu-
facturer but was not able to control 
the aircraft.”

However, it wasn’t clear whether 
the Ethiopian pilots followed Boe-
ing’s recommendations to the letter.

The pilots initially followed 
Boeing’s emergency steps by dis-
connecting the MCAS system by 
switching off power to a stabiliz-
er on the tail, the report said. But 
they turned the system back on 32 
seconds before hitting the ground 
and tried unsuccessfully to use it 
to point the nose up. Boeing’s pro-
cedures instruct pilots to leave the 
MCAS disconnected and continue 
flying manually for the rest of the 
flight.

The report said multiple alarms 
went off as the pilots struggled to 
control the plane, indicating an even 
more complex situation than in the 
Lion Air crash, said William Wal-
dock, a professor of safety science 
at Embry Riddle Aeronautical Uni-
versity. “It’s similar in a lot of ways 
but perhaps more extreme,” he said. 
“It seems likely they’ve got more 
things going on at once in a shorter 
time period.”

The two pilots had just 159 
hours of combined flying time on 
the Boeing 737 Max, a new aircraft 
that went into service in 2017. The 
29-year-old captain had more than 
8,000 flight hours overall, including 
more than 1,400 on older 737s, the 
report said.

The 25-year-old co-pilot had 
only 361 total flight hours — not 
enough to be hired as a pilot at a 
U.S. airline.

Continued from A1

Local dam blocks salmon habitat

Wild salmon still swim in the Wil-
lamette River, even passing through 
Eugene and Springfield each spring.

But there’s a problem.
Dams block routes to prime 

spawning habitat at the highest 
reaches of the Willamette’s tributar-
ies, such as the McKenzie River and 
the Middle Fork Willamette River.

So, the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers wants to hear from the public 
about how it maintains and operates 
13 dams in the Willamette Valley 
Project. The dams include Cougar 
Dam on the South Fork McKenzie 
River and Lookout Point Dam on the 
Middle Fork Willamette, both east of 
Eugene.

The corps is just beginning a 
lengthy review of the 13 dams, but 
it could result in minor or major 
changes into how much water flows 
into the Willamette and when. The 
comment window will remain open 
until June 28.

The last time the corps evaluat-
ed the environmental impacts of the 
Willamette dams was in 1980, and 
officials with the agency know much 
more now about how the dams affect 
fish, other wildlife and resources, 
said Suzy Hill, an environmental 
resources specialist for the corps in 
Portland. “The time is ripe now to 
begin this evaluation.”

More than 150 years ago, wild 
spring-run Chinook salmon thrived 
in the Willamette River. Each spring, 
200,000 to 300,000 returned from 
the ocean to pass up and over Willa-
mette Falls near Oregon City, taking 

advantage of high spring water lev-
els, said Jeff Ziller, South Willamette 
Watershed district fish biologist for 
the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife in Springfield. The build-
ing of dams, cities and other devel-
opments along the river, as well as 
California sea lions feasting on sea-
run fish at the falls, have resulted in 
only a fraction of the fish returning 
nowadays.

Most years recently, it’s been 
2,000 salmon.

“It’s a tiny bit of what it used to 
be,” Ziller said.

The numbers of returning salm-
on have been low enough that the 
wild spring-run Chinook salmon 
earned federal protection, listed as 
threatened under the Endangered 
Species Act in 1999. More recently, 
there’s been a federal lawsuit urging 
the corps to address salmon and its 
dams.

A trio of environmental groups 
brought the lawsuit in March 2018 
and its still pending.

“It’s vital that we connect, mean-
ingfully connect, fish with these hab-
itats that are blocked by the dams,” 
said Mark Sherwood, executive 
director of the Native Fish Society. 
The Oregon City-based group joined 
with the Northwest Environmen-
tal Defense Center and WildEarth 
Guardians to file the lawsuit.

The corps intends to determine 
whether it can improve how it runs 
its 13 dams in the Willamette Valley 
Project, helping salmon recover by 
providing the fish better access to 
and from their spawning grounds.

“The exciting thing about this (re-
view) is it really is opening each of 
the projects to a tough look at what 
is possible and feasible,” said Jenni-
fer Fairbrother, Columbia regional 
director for the Native Fish Society.

Corps officials said they want to 
hear from anyone with an interest in 
the Willamette Valley Project dams.

“We, the corps, are going to be in 
a listening mode during this period,” 
Hill said.

By Dylan Darling
The Register-Guard

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers plans to environmentally evaluate the 13 
dams in the Willamette Valley System. [ANDY NELSON/THE REGISTER-GUARD]

Barr: Full Mueller report 
contains sensitive material

WASHINGTON (AP) — At-
torney General William Barr on 
Thursday defended his handling of 
special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
report on the Russia investigation, 
saying the confidential document 
contains sensitive grand jury ma-
terial that prevented it from being 
immediately released to the pub-

lic.
The state-

ment came 
as Barr con-
fronts con-
cerns that 
his four-page 
letter sum-
m a r i z i n g 
M u e l l e r ’ s 
conclusions 

unduly sanitized the full report in 
President Donald Trump’s favor, 
including on the key question of 
whether the president obstruct-
ed justice. House Democrats on 
Wednesday approved subpoenas 
for Mueller’s entire report and any 
exhibits and other underlying evi-
dence that the Justice Department 
might withhold.

The disparity in length be-
tween Barr’s letter and Mueller’s 
full report, which totals nearly 
400 pages, raises the likelihood of 
additional significant information 
that was put forward by the spe-
cial counsel’s office but not im-
mediately shared by the attorney 
general.

In Thursday’s statement, Barr 
defended the decision to release a 
brief summary letter two days af-
ter receiving the report on March 
22. He has previously said he 

did not believe it would be in the 
public’s interest to release the full 
document in piecemeal or gradual 
fashion, and that he did not intend 
for his letter summarizing Muel-
ler’s “principal conclusions” to be 
an “exhaustive recounting” of the 
special counsel’s investigation.

Barr is now expected to release 
the entire report, with redactions, 
by mid-April.

“Given the extraordinary pub-
lic interest in the matter, the Attor-
ney General decided to release the 
report’s bottom-line findings and 
his conclusions immediately — 
without attempting to summarize 
the report — with the understand-
ing that the report itself would 
be released after the redaction 
process,” the Justice Department 
statement said.

The statement also said that ev-
ery page of Mueller’s report was 
marked that it may contain grand 
jury material “and therefore could 
not immediately be released.”

A Justice Department official, 
speaking Thursday on condition 
of anonymity to discuss a confi-
dential process, said summaries of 
the findings that Mueller’s team 
included as part of its report also 
contained grand jury information, 
making it hard for a swift release.

Barr has said that while Muel-
ler did not establish a criminal 
conspiracy between Russia and 
the Trump campaign, the special 
counsel left open a decision on 
whether the president had tried 
to obstruct the Russia investiga-
tion. The Mueller team laid out 
evidence on both sides of the 
question in a way that neither es-
tablished a crime nor exonerated 
Trump, according to Barr’s letter.

By Eric Tucker
The Associated Press

The wild salmon have 
received federal protection 
following low return rates 
to spawning habitats

Barr


